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Victims' lawyer concerned as advocacy organizations pull out, citing lack of funding
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The lawyer for the families of Robert Pickton's victims says he's concerned an inquiry examining the case will be hamstrung as a growing
number of advocacy groups refuse to participate.

Cameron Ward says he still believes there is important work to do to answer the questions of why it took police so long to acknowledge a
serial killer was stalking Vancouver's Downtown Eastside.

But the inquiry would have had access to a clearer picture if the government had agreed to fund lawyers for a range of groups representing sex
workers and aboriginals.

"I'm concerned that the inquiry won't fully address all of the various issues that the public may be interested in and concerned about," Ward
said in an interview Tuesday, adding that he can't be expected to fill the void.

"It does create an added burden for me and my small legal team. However, our only job is to ensure that we adequately represent the interests
of our clients."

2 groups pulled out Tuesday

On Tuesday, women's organizations LEAF, or West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund and the Ending Violence Association of B.C.,
also known as EVA, became the latest to formally withdraw from the inquiry, which is scheduled to begin hearings in Vancouver in October.

They were granted status together as a single participant and their decision means more than half the organizations that were granted status at
the inquiry have bowed out due to a lack of government funding.

It has left commissioner Wally Oppal with a shrinking number of voices as he looks for ways to prevent the horrific case from repeating itself.

Oppal had recommended more than a dozen groups and coalitions like LEAF and EVA receive legal funding from the provincial government.

11-08-10 10:10 AM



Most Pickton advocacy groups to skip inquiry - Canada - CBC News http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2011/08/10/robert-pickton-inquiry.html

20of 10

But the province has repeatedly refused, prompting a steady stream of announcements in the past several weeks from groups who say they
can't afford to attend.

Those announcements have had a cascading effect, with other organizations withdrawing in solidarity.

"Our coalition cannot participate in an inquiry into the deaths of so many marginalized women when the inquiry lacks the essential
participation of aboriginal groups, sex-worker groups, and front line women's organizations," West Coast LEAF and the Ending Violence
Association of B.C. wrote in a letter to Oppal.

"The failure to provide adequate resources at this early stage does not bode well for the government's commitment to implementing the
recommendations of the commission in your final report."

'Height of unfairness'

Oppal has twice asked the province to fund a list of 13 participants, calling the government's decision the "height of unfairness."

However, Attorney General Barry Penner has said his ministry will only fund a lawyer for the families of Pickton's victims, insisting money is
tight and resources are limited.

The groups that have dropped out include: a collection of sex-work organizations such as the WISH drop-in centre; the Native Women's
Association of Canada; the Frank Paul Society; the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council; the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs; the Women's Equality and
Security Coalition; and the Native Courtworker and Counselling Association of B.C.

Several others including the Downtown Eastside Women's Centre and the B.C. Civil Liberties Association have raised doubts about whether
they'll participate, but have yet to make a final decision.

Oppal and his commission lawyers announced plans last week to appoint two lawyers to represent the interests of sex workers and
aboriginals, but they won't work for specific groups.

"The commissioner and staff are obviously disappointed with any groups withdrawing — he believes that they do have contributions to make
and he wanted them to participate," said commission spokesman Chris Freimond.

"There is a move to try to bring in additional lawyers into the commission budget to help present some of the perspectives of the groups who
have decided they can't participate."

Idea of commission-appointed lawyers rejected
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Some of the groups that were denied funding have rejected the idea of commission-appointed lawyers, arguing they won't be able to
adequately represent such a diverse range of groups.
Ward said he also won't be able to represent their views, saying his commitment has to be to his clients, the victims' families.

"They (the families) may have different perspectives than some of these interest groups do, and I don't think it's fair to assume that we will
step into the breach and present the various perspective of those groups."

Ann Livingston of the Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users said her group plans to participate using the commission-appointed lawyer,
but she admits it's not ideal.

"I lament the whole mess that it is — the delay in setting it up, the sloppiness in who they gave standing to and then this bizarre denial of
funds for legal representation," said Livingston.

"We can make that model (of a commission-appointed lawyer) work for us, should the model be set up properly."
Hearings begin Oct. 11

Oppal will examine why Vancouver police and the RCMP failed to catch Pickton as he murdered sex workers from the city's Downtown
Eastside until his arrest in 2002.

He was eventually convicted of six murders, but the remains or DNA of 33 women were found on his farm in nearby Port Coquitlam. He
bragged to police that he killed 49.

Hearings are set to begin Oct. 11.

Oppal will also hold a less-formal study commission that will look at broader issues surrounding missing and murdered women, including
cases along the so-called Highway of Tears in northern B.C.

Forums are planned for Prince Rupert, Prince George and surrounding communities next month, although the inquiry has also run into
opposition there. The chief of the Saik'uz First Nation near Vanderhoof has said the inquiry won't be welcome in her community.
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So the government won't fund the advocacy groups. That isn't acceptable. If you live
in BC please email your MLA , as well as the Premier's office, to request that they
provide funding.

The Pickton events were horrific. This isn't something that we should just sweep
under the rug because it is too disgusting and inhuman to talk about. The women
who are gone and their families need to be acknowledged.

Reply Report abuse (0) | Policy

Probably not getting funding so the inquiry doesnt have the proper strengths to
uncover other prominent community members who were somehow involved in this
nasty gross situation.

Reply Report abuse (0) | Policy

It seems to me that we are living in the "age of entitlement" and everyone thinks they
have a right to whatever it is they need.

Don't get me wrong, | strongly believe that there needs to be someone for those less
fortunate. We all need a hand up at times. But why do all these groups think that the
government should fund their special interests. Get out and fund raise and do
whatever is needed to raise funds. Be creative.
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British Prime Minister David Cameron vowed that his government will do whatever it takes to restore law and order following the
worst rioting in decades, saying that "nothing is off the table." He said those actions may include the use of battering rams and a water
cannon.

Markets fall sharply on opening

Havard Gould
North American stock markets fell sharply at their opening Wednesday, following a one-day rally that was the strongest in two years.

Harper in Colombia as free trade kicks in

Terry Milewski
Prime Minister Stephen Harper has arrived in Colombia, where a free-trade deal goes into effect next week. He will participate in a
roundtable talk with business leaders before meeting Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos.

B.C.'s Pospisil advances at Rogers Cup

Philip Lee-Shanok
Canada's Vasek Pospisil won yesterday at the Rogers Cup, causing an upset. The victory gave the 155th-ranked Pospisil his first win in

his first-career singles main draw at an ATP World Tour event and secured a dream match-up in the next round against his hero: Roger
Federer. The 21-year-old from Vernon, B.C., idolized Federer as a kid and can't wait to step onto the court with the world No. 3.

See more stories from The National
The Current

o Economic Shift: U.S. vs China Aug. 10, 2011 12:50 PM Historian Niall Ferguson suggests the present economic chaos is more that just
another setback, it's one more indication the U.S. is losing ground to China.
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